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North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Hanoi to Ba Be - 15 days 

15/Days    Hanoi → Mai Chau → Son La → Muong Lay → Lai Chau → Sapa → Xin Man → Ha Giang → 

Dong Van → Meo Vac → Cao Bang → Ban Gioc Waterfall → Ba Be 

 

The northwestern region of Vietnam has been well-known for its diverse types of terrains which range from 

the plateau, mountain, hill, valley to forest and river. This region has also drawn great attention from adventure-

loving travelers for challenging yet fun routes that it has to offer. An off-road motorbike tour to northwestern 

Vietnam will definitely leave you an unforgettable experience and lingering memories of the sceneries, people 

and food here. Check out our detailed itinerary for a 15-day north Vietnam motorbike tour from Hanoi to 

Ba Be below.  
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Content about Tour 

Day 1: North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Hanoi to Mai Chau 

Day 2: North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Mai Chau to Phu Yen 

Day 3: North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Phu Yen to Son La 

Day 4: North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Son La to Muong Lay 

Day 5: North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Muong Lay – Sin Ho – Lai Chau 

Day 6: North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Lai Chau to Sapa 

Day 7: North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Sapa to Xin Man 

Day 8: North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Xin Man to Ha Giang 

Day 9: North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Ha Giang to Dong Van 

Day 10: North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Dong Van to Bao Lac 

Day 11: North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Bao Lac to Quang Uyen 

Day 12: North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Quang Uyen – Ban Gioc Waterfall – Cao Bang 

Day 13: North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Cao Bang – Ba Be Lake 

Day 14: North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Ba Be to Thac Ba Lake 

Day 15: North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Thac Ba Lake to Hanoi 

Itinerary Tour 

Day 1: North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Hanoi to Mai Chau 

With this off-road tour, we recommend bikers use Honda motorbikes from 125cc to 150cc. Our itinerary for 

Day 1 is Hanoi - Xuan Mai - Luong Son - Hoa Binh - Muong Khen - Mai Chau. This is the shortest and fastest 

way to get to Mai Chau. After breakfast, we leave Hanoi to our destination. We have a few stops along the 
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way to rest, enjoy coffee and boiling corn and buy souvenirs. We get to Mai Chau in the late afternoon and 

then head to our homestay, unpack our bags and get ready for the dinner. 

Summary: 

Distance: 160 km 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Accommodation: Homestay 

 

  

Day 2: North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Mai Chau to Phu Yen 

After saying goodbye to the host, we continue our northern Vietnam motorcycle tour to Moc Chau, a cool and 

green plateau in Vietnam, where we have lunch with some local specialties. After lunch, we ride a motorbike 

all the way down from the height of 1000m above the sea level to the foot of the mountain where we have to 

take a ferry to cross the Da river to get to another side of the mountain. 
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Before getting closer to the town of Phu Yen, we enjoy a great motorbike ride along the bank of the river. It is 

a nice pleasure to leisurely ride the motorbike in the road lying between the big river and the mountain in the 

light gentle wind in the afternoon. This is one of our best peaceful leisure moments of this 15-day Vietnam 

motorcycle tour. 

Summary: 

Distance: 150 km 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Accommodation: Hotel 

 

Day 3: North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Phu Yen to Son La 

We start off the morning with a motorbike ride through the winding mountain passes that pass through rustic 

villages of the Thai, Tay and Muong ethnic people who plant corn, sugarcane and green tea in the terraced 

fields. After having a light and joyful motorbike ride, we eat lunch and follow the smooth road to Son La 
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province. We recommend bikers stop at some local colorful markets to experience and learn about the local 

tradition and culture. 

We arrive at the city at 4 pm, have a quick rest and take a short walk to the hell-on-earth Son La former prison 

where famous Vietnamese political prisoners were captured during the French colonialism. A trip to the prison 

gives visitors an insight into the Vietnam war against French colonialism.  

Summary: 

Distance: 180 km 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Accommodation: Hotel 
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Day 4: North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Son La to Muong Lay 

Our fourth day is a beautiful ride among scenic mountains and forests. One of our highlights is the terrific 

journey to the legendary Pha Din pass (means Heaven and Earth Pass in local language), one of the four highest 

passes in northwestern Vietnam. The route to this pass is well-known for the hairpin bends and winding roads 

snaking through the rocky landscape of the area. This is both an adventurous and eye-opening trip that leads 

bikers to feel the grandeur of nature, the majestic beauty of the mountainscape and the endless sea of cloud. 

On Day 4, we stay at Muong Lay. 

Summary: 

Distance: 190 km 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Accommodation: Hotel 
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Day 5: North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Muong Lay – Sin Ho – Lai Chau 

After bidding farewell to the lovely town of Muong Lay, we ride along the Da River, enjoying the amazing 

view between the limestone mountain and the crystal clear river. We then ride upwards to Sin Ho town, which 

is located at the height of 1500m above the sea level. From here, we can have a panoramic view of the whole 

town, a vast green area dotted with little houses with red roofs. Local villages of the Dao, Thai or the Lu ethnic 

people are must-visit destinations here. If you come by on the right day, you can catch the sight of colorful 

markets in local hills. After having lunch in Sin Ho, we drive downwards to head to Lai Chau – a short but 

scenic ride.  

Summary: 

Distance: 160 km 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Accommodation: Hotel 
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Day 6: North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Lai Chau to Sapa 

We start the Sapa motorbike tour at around 9:00 am to make sure the morning mist disappears and the sky is 

clearer. In this sixth day in our 15-day motorbike tour, we get the chance to experience the second pass in the 

top four of Vietnam – O Quy Ho pass. We drive from Lai Chau to Sapa and arrive at the destination at 

lunchtime. In the afternoon we can either have a short walk around Sapa or take a short motorcycle tour around 

the beautiful Muong Hoa valley to capture the picture-postcard rice terraced fields or visit more villages of the 

Dao and H’Mong ethnic people. Accommodation in Sapa is easy to find to tourists can choose to stay at a hotel 

in town or book a homestay with local ethnic people in Ta Van village. 

Summary: 

Distance: 130 km 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Accommodation: Hotel or Homestay 
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Day 7: North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Sapa to Xin Man 

From Sapa, we head all the way down to Lao Cai. There are two routes for bikers to choose: either have a 

smooth ride with a nice view of rice terraced fields or experience a rather tough route on bumpy roads through 

villages of H’Mong and Dzao ethnic people. With either option, you can afford a panoramic view of the 

mountain ranges because Sapa stands at the height of 1600m above the sea level. We have a break at the border 

gate with China, enjoying hot coffee, then continue to ride to Xin Man, a tranquil town where we stay in a little 

peaceful guesthouse.  

Summary: 

Distance: 180 km 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Accommodation: Homestay 
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Day 8: North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Xin Man to Ha Giang 

On the eighth day of our 15-day northern Vietnam motorbike tour, we experience the most challenging routes, 

which are really joyful for daring travelers. We travel from Xin Man to Hoang Su Phi, home to the most 

beautiful rice terraced fields in Ha Giang province. From here, our off-road team ride through the Tay Con 

Linh trail. Tay Con Linh is dubbed "the roof of northeastern Vietnam" and is also a difficult challenge to 

conquer for its narrow, rugged and bumpy road. Adventure loving travelers will fall for and enjoy this 

route. Riding on the bending roads embraced by the vast rice fields, feeling the breeze as it caresses our face 

and catching the last rays of the sun are really the memories of our lifetime. We have another 30 km ride to Ha 

Giang on the smooth road before finally reaching the hotel in Ha Giang at 5:00 pm. 

Summary: 

Distance: 170 km 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Accommodation: Hotel 
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Day 9: North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Ha Giang to Dong Van 

The alluring view of rock plateaus in Ha Giang will mesmerize any motorcyclist. We have to make a few stops 

as we can’t resist ourselves from taking photos of the gorgeous sceneries. Dropping by some local villages of 

Lo Lo and H’Mong people, tourists get the chance to learn about the locals’ life and their customs. We finish 

the enjoyable tour and head to the guest house in Dong Van at 5:00 pm. 

Summary: 

Distance: 150 km 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Accommodation: Hotel 

 

Day 10: North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Dong Van to Bao Lac 

After having a lovely breakfast at the guesthouse, we take a leisure stroll around the town, visiting colorful 

markets (only on weekends), seeing well-preserved ancient houses that were built some 200 years ago. We 
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start off our trip at 9:30 am to Dong Van, riding in the famous rock plateau or the Dong Van global geopark 

and then passing by the Ma Pi Leng pass – one of the longest and most beautiful passes in northern Vietnam. In 

the afternoon, we travel downhill along the Nho Que and Gam rivers. The beautiful day ends at the hotel on 

the riverbank of the Bao Lac town at 4:30 pm. 

Summary: 

Distance: 140 km 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Accommodation: Hotel 

 

Day 11: North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Bao Lac to Quang Uyen 

The route from Bao Lac to Quang Uyen is a tough trip with challenging trails which are all rewarding 

experiences for passionate bikers. In this eleventh day, we travel from Cao Bang province to some small towns, 
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then head to the border with China and then stop at Quang Uyen town, a serene place surrounded by tranquil 

rural villages of Tay and Nung people. We choose a homestay here. 

Summary: 

Distance: 170 km 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Accommodation: Hotel stay 

 

Day 12: North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Quang Uyen – Ban Gioc Waterfall – Cao Bang 

From Quang Uyen town, we ride to the north direction to get to the border between Vietnam and China, 

spending some time at the gorgeous, magnificent Ban Gioc waterfall. After having lunch near the waterfall 

area, we have some off-road ride in the neighborhood, taking pictures of amazing sceneries and take a dip in a 

natural freshwater pool in Ban Gioc waterfall. Bidding farewell to the Ban Gioc waterfall, we join a motorbike 
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ride on another beautiful road to get back Cao Bang city where we have a relaxing night at a hotel. The 

motorbike ride from the waterfall back to the city offers a very nice mountain view with the road not so steep 

but quiet and not crowded.  

Summary: 

Distance: 180 km 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Accommodation: Hotel 

 

Day 13: North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Cao Bang – Ba Be Lake 

Our 13th day is a great pleasure as we spend most of the time to explore Ba Be Lake, mysterious Puong Cave, 

Tien pond and Grand Island. We stay in a nearby homestay. Relax by watching the last rays of sunshine falling 

on the lake or taking a dip in the crystal clear lake is such a joyous way to have our energy refresh.  
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Summary: 

Distance: 150 km 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Accommodation: Homestay 

 

Day 14: North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Ba Be to Thac Ba Lake 

We join the breakfast with our local Tay host and have a really good chat with them about the land and stories 

Ba Be lake. From here, we have a motorbike ride on small back roads to the peaceful village of Dzao people 

at 3 pm, then take a boat ride around Thac Ba, the largest man-made lake in Vietnam.  

With nearly 3000 islands of different shapes and sizes, emerald crystal clear water and poetic scenes, Thac Ba 

lake is known as a “Ha Long Bay in the land” of the mountainous area of Vietnam. This is truly a highlight of 
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this northern Vietnam motorcycle tour. We end the day at 5:00 pm and spend the last night of the tour at a 

homestay of Dzao people. 

Summary: 

Distance: 160 km 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Accommodation: Homestay 

 

Day 15: North Vietnam Motorbike Tour from Thac Ba Lake to Hanoi 

On this final day, we choose easy and smooth routes to make sure bikers have an enjoyable ride back to the 

city. It is hard to bid farewell to the off-road team who have been together for the whole 15 days yet the 

beautiful memories of the places we have been to, the people we have met and talked to and the terrific 

experience we have had together will be something that we always treasure. 

Summary: 

Distance: 180 km 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
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Accommodation: Hotel 

 

End Tour 

The following list is the latest updated price for Vietnam motorcycle trips in 2019 

 Newest & Best Maintained Honda motorbikes 

 Long Experienced & Helpful People 

 Great Value for Your dollar 

 Unique & Hidden Routes, Customized Tours! 

 Flexible & Secured Payment 

 No Hidden Cost 

 Minimum Of Deposit ( The Balance can be settled in Hanoi, can pay by cash or credit card ) 

What's Include 

Above price includes: 

mailto:info@vietnammotorbiketoursclub.com
http://vietnammotorbiketoursclub.com/


 

 
 

 

Address: 3/7/36 Duy Tan Street, Cau Giay 

District, Ha Noi City 

 

 

 

Tel:                +84 976 024 986 (whatsapp/Viber) 

Email :            info@vietnammotorbiketoursclub.com 
Website:         http://vietnammotorbiketoursclub.com 

 
 English Speaking Tour guide/Mechanic / Photographer / Video Recorder. 

 Quality Japanese Honda Motorcycles with spare things ( Honda XR 150cc or Honda CRF250L ) CRF250L 

cost extra. 

 All meals on tour (local Vietnamese food) 

 Accommodation ( standard hotel or home stay based on double, twins or triple shared room) 

 All fuel/Gasoline 

 Boat trips on Lakes or Rivers 

 All entrance tickets/ Permits to remote areas 

 Helmets/Gloves and Bright reflecting Jackets 

 Hotel pick up 

 Dirt on your SHOES and FACE or more 

Excludes: 

 Travel insurance 

 Visa to Vietnam 

 Flight tickets 

 Gratuities, tips for tour guides/ drivers 

 Beverages & other personal expenses 

Important Notes: 

+ Single stay will cost 20 USD extra/ day. 

+ We provide support vehicle and driver with extra price  of 150 USD/day/ truck upon request! 

+ Ho Chi Minh trail motorbike tours will cost more.  Please CONTACT US for more details. 

+ If tours are not depart/ end in Hanoi then surcharge for bike shipping to/ back: 120 USD/ bike. 

BOOKING CONDITION 

> To secure your bookings we require a minimal of 30 % deposit. Balance can be made upon arrival 

> The rider is responsible for any bank charges. ( surcharge 3,5% if you pay by credit card ) 

> The balance can be paid by cash or credit on the first day of the trip 

> If you cancel the Vietnam motorbike tour before the departure date, you will lose 100% of the deposit. 
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> If you cancel the tour after the departure date, you will lose 100% of the total cost/ fee of the tour for any 

reason. 

> After departure, NO REFUNDS will be given for any reason, if you cancel the tour. 

> A Damage Cost deposit of US$ 100 – 1,000 or more is required for each motorcycle for using in the guided 

or self-guided motorcycle tours. In case of a self-caused accident, your own participation is up to US$ 2,000 

or more. 

“We promise to deliver the best balance for every single DOLLAR” 

  

Hightlight 

 Stand on the peak of Ma Pi Leng - the king of the Pass in the North and take the photo hand-picked for the sun 

- wind - clouds 

 Ba Be Lake (Bac Kan) sparkling like a jade between the high will be the next destination in the schedule of 

each visitor. 

 Can take advantage of the market on Sunday morning each week of ethnic people. The fair is held every Sunday 

morning by the people 

 Cultural exchanges with ethnic groups - It is a place of the Tay, Nung, H'Mong, Dao People 

 Warm corn, buffalo meat, San Tuyet tea, cucumber, bamboo shoots, tuberous snails, etc. are the first dishes 

that visitors have to taste. 
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